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and Extensive mixture of pus with the blood, as sometimes occurs after opera¬ 
tions on veins, or amputations, or even independently of wounds. P 

still mom I 6 a'“ S pap " W ‘ th °“ t cx P r(,ss 'n? a hope that it will lead Io a 
thanZhS n d c ’ ttenslT ® examination of the blood in various diseases 
than has hitlierto been attempted. The microscope may become as important 
an instrument to the pathologist, and even to the medical practitioner, as the 
stethoscope. If my results should be confirmed, it is hardly P too much to expect 
that some important discovery, particularly in diagnosis, may ™e made bv a 
patient tnvesttgatton of the blood in many malignant diseases,^uch as cancer- 
it ts not long since the urinous fever, as it is called, was found to depend on the 
accumulation of urea in the blood.-Zamrr/, Sept. 21, 1839. P 


MATERIA MEDICA AND GENERAL THERAPEUTICS. 

C ^ nic f I /fP m ' mcnl ’? n lk * E^ie and Sudorific Properties of the IludraleJ 
f?t h1oh Sulphur .—From a series of experiments 

of Which the individual results are given in a table. Dr. M. A. Toulmouciie 
draws the following conclusions on the properties of this salt- 

whe n I aiveS1n a dns°a °£ anlhnony acls ?ith greater certainty as an emetic, 
quantifies d f ° D ° ° T S™ns, than when exhibited in larger 

3. It induces vomiting in smaller doses than kermes. 
from . emeUC act ! on ’ a . lth . ou e h 1 less uncertain than that of kermes, is still far 
cases onm n a a d S m"nistmf.on.' 3 * in “ "lore than half the 

con^Ttrue U of ke™^"^ “ 3 pUrgaUve ‘ han as an cmotic - whereas ** 

a„f’„ Llk a - hc '? st n £ mod com P°und, it may be given with impunity in lame 
doses, and in other affections besides rheumatism and pneumonia; in these cases 

of “se PUrffaUVe CireC1S aP1,Car ! ° diminish in Proportion to^lieTifcrease 

6. The sudorific properties attributed to it by writers on materia mcdicaarc 
by no means incontestable; in 103 cases of its exhibition it acted on the skin 
1839. Cn meS ° n y,_ - Br - and Ear. Med. Rev. from Gaz. Med. de Paris, April, 

, eh Styptic Action of Creosote — Drs. Muller and Reiter have lately instituted 
experiment for the purpose of ascertaining the styptic properties of 

Ihe dkd -inn'nf ,h PP ' ed dlrect 4 t0 , a bleeding surface. The haemorrhage from 
f. division of the crural vein in dogs was found to be arrested by the aonlica- 

t,0 i n n°ih a P “ g of co . lt ? n ’ whic l> hod been well moistened in the creosote. PP 

In the case of divided or wounded arteries.it was necessary to keep up a 
nble a m n E f Ce ° f , c ,°‘I' pression for ean ‘° time, in order that the creosote mivhtte 
a ',' POn lh / ,r pane ' c3 - , U P°u examining the cut arteries afterwards! 
they were always found to he quite closed or obliterated at the part, exhibitin'' 
outwardly an umbiheal depression, which corresponded with a conical shaped 
clinch or sm = coatsof the vessel were usually inflamed for the extent 

it,3 ll ,°i,r'r 0S r t0 M 7 S fom jd to tie a moro decided and secure haemostatic remedy 
than the far-famed aqua Binelli. Creosoted water sufficed to stop the blecdine 
Bom an oozing surface, when no large vessels had been divided. When creosote 
PrSo 6 ?&£%£*?$ b, °? d ,' Va , S f ° Und , ‘° be ' ns h'ntaneously coagulated! 

asa stvoUc^Tne of°h f - MUnl?h ’ had r , ecer l l y an opportunity of using creosote 
as a styptic in one of his patients. An old man was subject to most nrofusc 
hemorrhage from the mouth. He had lost several pounds of blood, and a variety 
of means had been ineffectually tried to arrest the haemorrhage. 1 
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M. Schneider made him fill his mouth with water charged with creosote ( eau 
ereosotic); alter the third mouthful, the bleeding ceased, and did not afterwards 
return.— Med. Chirurg. Rev.,_from Schmidt's Jahrbucher. 

1C. Formula for Internal Jldministrntion of Turpentine. —R.—Olei terebinth. 
3 iss or ij; Magnesia; carbonat. 5 j. Tere simul et adde Aq. menth. sat. 5v" 
Syrup limonum Jij; Spts. lavend. comp. Sij. Misce; sumatur pars quarto ter 


17. Citrate of Quinn.—This is recommended by Prof. Beraudi in intermit- 
tents as equal, in one-third the dose, to the sulphate in effect, as beino more 
easily borne by the stomach, and further as causing less congestion of the brain. 
— Bull. Gen. de Therap. from Schmidt's Jahrb. 

18. On the Medical Properties of Jlloes. By G. G. Sigmond, M. D.—The ope¬ 
ration of the different varieties of aloes upon the system, though differing in in¬ 
tensity, is precisely similar as to its nature; although they are all perfectly solu¬ 
ble in fluids, whether of an aqueous or of a spirituous kind, they do not seem 
so immediately to be dissolved in the human stomach, and hence the slowness 
0 ‘ their operation, generally speaking twelve or sixteen hours elapsing before 
their effect is decidedly exhibited. It has been, and is still an interesting ques¬ 
tion upon what viscus does aloes more immediately act! Whilst some confine 
its power to the rectum, others believe its agency to be upon the liver; by some 
it is not believed to be entirely dissolved until it has reached the receptacle of 
the residue of the ingesto, which cannot be incorporated into the system. Its 
influence upon the liver is certainly marked by the peculiar condition of the eva¬ 
cuation, which shows evidently, both by its colour, by ils odour, by the peculiar 
pungent effect upon the anus, that an increased quantity of bile has been poured 
forth. That it acts upon the vena porlarum is fairly to be deduced from the very 
peculiar state into which tho hemorrhoidal veins are thrown by the congestions 
which so rapidly occur after a dose of this drug has been taken, and also by the 
condition of the uterine vessels which has led to its employment as an emme- 
nagogue. It is not easy to ascertain whether this specific influence upon the 
venous system is the cause of the cathartic power possessed by it; we find, how¬ 
ever, that some connection exists, and that the more the large intesi' ie is stimu¬ 
lated to pour forth its contents by its action, not by the largeness of its Jose 
the greater is the relief afforded to the sanguiferous system; hence its great 
value in determination of blood to the head, in venous congestions, and its supe¬ 
riority over medicines of somewhat a similar nature, and hence, too, the caution 
necessary in its administration. The slowness of its action renders" it some¬ 
times to us of much importance, from our power of giving it in some states in 
which it is to be given at night, and its operation is not required until the morn¬ 
ing; the smallness of the volume in which it may be used, the shape of pill 
into which it is so easily made, and which disguises so well its bitterness, are 
all of them subjects worihy our consideration. 

From the circumstance of the alkalies and the carbonates rendering it more 
soluble, it is often combined with them, and we are hence furnished with wea¬ 
pons which, used with skill and care, enable us more certainly to combat dis¬ 
ease. Thus, with soap, although we may diminish its intensity of action, we 
render it more quickly purgative. If, with Dr. Hamilton, we cannot quite agree 
that it is almost a universal remedy, that the most formidable maladies will 
yield to its effects, still it is to be acknowledged that in a vast number of chro¬ 
nic disorders it is invaluable; that in the obstinate constipation to which the 
artist, the student, the aged, and the sedentary are subject, from inactivity of 
the liver and of the sanguiferous system, it is," under the control of the skilful 
medical man, a drug which deserves the highest commendation; and though 
from its abuse in the vast number of quack medicines and patent pills, it has 
been the source of mischief, and has been occasionally condemned, we pussess 

No. L.— February, 1840. 38 


446 


Progress of the Medical Sciences. 


nothing that we could substitute for it that has more claims to our considera- 
tfon— Lancet, August 11, 1838. 

19. Medical Properties of Copaiba. By G. G. Sigmond, M.D.—The physi¬ 
cians of the last century entertained a very high opinion of balsam of copaiba 
as a cure for diseases in which it is now seldom if ever employed. Among 
other morbid states in which it was recommended by some, but objected to by 
others, was consumption; and there were many individuals of high eminence 
who took up different views of its power. Amongst those who were sanguine 
as to its effects was Ur. Fuller, the author of a work very highly prized in its 
day, entitled, “Ars Prascribenda, sive Pharmacopeia Extemporanca Refor- 
maia; his language in the praise of the remedy is of the most laudatory kind. 
Hoffman, Munro, Summons, also joined in extolling it; on the other hand, 
Pnngle, Rosenstein, Jissot. Fothergill, and Quarin, thought it even prejudicial. 
Ihe consequence of this division of opinions has naturally been to look to other 
means; in the language of Murray, “Tutissimum igitur est inter vituperium et 
laudem virtutis antipluhisicie balsamorum medium procedere.” In modem days 
some of our eminent physicians have given the balsam of copaiba in chronic 
affections of the larynx and trachea; and it would altogether seem to exert a 
powerful influence upon mucous membranes, restoring their power of healthy 
secretion. Dr. Armstrong was one of the most conspicuous of those who re¬ 
commended it; he seemed to think it exerted a specific effect on the mucous 
membranes. Dr. Fosbroke, of the Ross Dispensary, Herefordshire, entertains 
a high opinion of copaiva in affections of the mucous membranes of the pharynx 
and larynx of a low, old, and chronic character. 

Mr. Selwyn, of Ledbury, a leading general practitioner in that county, em¬ 
ploys copaiba with rapid success in the lingering muco-purulent secretion in the 
last stage of mucous catarrh, in elderly persons, upon the same principle as he 
would employ it in blenorrhtea. * 

r ? r ' ^ as . t ' n S s ’ Worcester Infirmary, in his very valuable “Treatise on 
Inflammatton of the Mucous Membrane of the Lungs,” thus expresses himself: 

Dr. Armstrong thinks that the copaiba deserves to be conspicuously placed 
amongst the internal medicines, as it exerts a specific influence on the mucous 
membranes. It has failed with the author in producing so much benefit as ho 
was led to expect from Dr. Armstrong’s report. Whenever there is much fever 
it appears to be increased by this remedy, and it does not always allay the 
cough, or alter the expectoration. It frequently disagrees with the stomach 
when given in sufficient doses to benefit the pectoral symptoms, and sometimes 
a diarrhtea comes on under its use; occasionally it produces all the troublesome 
effects without relieving the cough. But the balsam certainly seems to exert an 
influence on the mucous membrane, although, perhaps, not a much greater one 
than the squills or hieadow saffron.” b 

Dr. La Roche has, in one of the numbers of the “ North American Journal,” 
given us some valuable cases illustrative of this power, one of Mr. Roberts, 
a gentleman, twenty-two years of age, is particularly interesting; the symptoms 
were of the most aggravated character; nocturnal sweats, extreme debility, difii- 
culty of breathing, copious expectoration, were present, and resisted every treat¬ 
ment that could be suggested; these began to disappear after two weeks’ admi¬ 
nistration of large doses of copaiba, and three months were sufficient to restore 
him to perfect health. 

Balsam of copaiba has been employed with some success in dropsy; the 
cases on record, however, are not numerous; the most remarkable one is that 
of the celebrated Mulls, which has often been alluded to; whilst practising at 
feanta he, he gave it, commencing by small doses to the extent of a large spoon¬ 
ful morning .nd evening, to a female labouring under ascites; she drank imme¬ 
diately after a glass of barley-water: this excited the kidneys into extraordinary 
action, and in the course of forty days she was perfectly cured. 

In diseased states of the mucous membranes of the intestinal and urinary 
passages this is one of the most serviceable medicines we possess; in affections 
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of the rectum, in which the lining membrane is the principal seat of disorder, 
we obtain from it more relief than from any thing we possess; hence its use in 
some states of hemorrhoids; it does not, however, act where the tumours are 
the sole cause of the anguish and uneasiness. As long as these remain in a 
turgid state, and by their mechanical obstruction add to the mischief, you are 
not to expect to derive any particular advantage, but as soon as these are reduced, 
and when the relaxation of the internal membrane is a source of mischief,, you 
are to have recourse to it. In ulcerated states it is most valuable—in chronic 
inflammations, and in that peculiar condition which has occasionally been con¬ 
sequent upon the undue action of very active cathartic remedi >s, where the 
mucous lining of the intestine has been discharged, almost in the form of the 
bowels, in that condition which Dr. Good has called diarrhcea tubularis, this 
has attended upon large doses of the oil of turpentine to dislodge tape-worm; 
upon the injudicious employment of doses of gamboge, it leaves the subjacent 
tissue in a most irritable state, so that any evacuation is attended with a hifrh 
degree of suffering; for this the balsam is to be given either by the mouth or by 
injection. VY here, from the long existence of haemorrhoids, the verge of the anus is 
m a very irritable condition, surrounded by small papular eruptions, which keep 
up an intolerable itching, where the morbid state is evinced by an inordinate 
quantity of perspiration, which is sometimes so great as almost to lead to a 
belief that there is a mucous discharge, the same treatment is to be pursued. 
iou had better first, however, allay the itching, which may be done by a local 
application of one part of creosote to three parts of the balsam of copaiba, which 
must, by agitation, be mingled together. 

In gonorrhoea, after the inflammatory stage has in a great measure been re¬ 
lieved, you may administer this therapeutic agent, but it ought not to be com¬ 
menced with until free purging has taken place; there are many practitioners, 
nevertheless, who consider that it may with safety be given during the inflam¬ 
matory stage, and with decided success. It has been stated that incipient oonor- 
rhcea has been cured in two or three days by a drachm of the balsam of copaiba, 
night and morning, and that obstinate gleets have yielded to it in fifty hours. 
Dr. Dawson, of Sunderland, adopted this mode of treatment on a large scale, 
and communicated it to Dr. Armstrong, who became its warm supporter. That 
in many instances this plan of treatment may, without doing any mischief, be 
followed, I have no doubt whatever; still there are many instances in which 
jery bad effects have resulted from it, such as the swelling of the testicle, high 
irritation of the bladder, and also acute rheumatism. 

I believe that great surgeon, who has been the ornament of the English 
school for so many years, Sir Astley Cooper, was one of the first who pointed 
out the existence of what is called gonorrhoeal rheumatism, though it is not an 
unfrequent disease. He met with a case of an American gentleman, who had 
both the ophthalmia and the rheumatism, which has sometimes since been 
ound to supervene upon gonorrhoea, and it made a strong impression upon his 
mind, more particularly as lie had not found any description of it in any surgical 
work. He observes that it requires the same remedies that are used in gonor- 
rhffia, either the spirit of turpentine, the balsam of copaiba, or olibanum; those 
who have since that period watched the nature of these affections, have ascribed 
^m to causes quite independent of the original disease; and amongst those 
that have been suggested, and with every reason to believe in the soundness of 
the observation, has been the use of the balsam of copaiba, which has caused 
that degree of rheumatism which would be called gonorrhoeal. 

This form of disease has been very well described by Dr. Titley, who, how¬ 
ever, ascribes it to the suddenly ceasing the use of cubebs, or copaiba; he ob¬ 
serves, “ that the pain and swelling are more especially confined to the knees 
and ankles, though, in some instances, the symptoms are more diffused, the pain 
is more acute, and the general disturbance of the system more violent; there is 
often much puffiness and tenderness of the ankles, especially towards evening; 
the skin is not externally red, and the pain is not much increased on pressure; the 
pulse is quickened, the stomach becomes disordered, and the appetite declines, 
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or altogether fails. There is a very good paper on this subject, show-inn- that 
gonorrhreal rheumattsm is cupaibal rheumatism, with some cases, from the pen 
ot air. bagle, of the Poultry, which is to be found in one of the volumes of The 
IjANcet; it contains some very interesting information with very fair and just 
reasoning. Mr. Maddock has likewise favoured us with the result of his obser¬ 
vations through the same channel, and he has seen no one instance of gonorrlimal 
inflammation, unless copaiba had been antecedently administered. One of the 
effects of the administration of copaiba has been an eruption of papulie, and 
sometimes of pustules in large patches. Mr. Judd has given us instances where, 
when this remedy had been taken, the stomach has become deranged, and then 
the skin affected; in one instance the copaiba had been only taken a week for 
gonorrha-a, when itching, tingling, aud irritation, with pain in the limbs, came 
on; a very vivid mottled state of skin almost immediately followed the latter 
symptom, and covered his whole person a capite ad calcem. Mr. Judd has, in 
his very usefut work entitled “A Practical Treatise on Urethritis and Syphilis," 
which deserves a much higher place in the medical works of the day than many 
Others which have a greater character, exhibited a most interesting plate of the 
puruceous mottled skin from copaiba, drawn from a case which presented itself 
to him, and likewise another of the eruption of papula;; these are well worthy 
your attentive examination. \ ou must bear in inind that the puniceous eruption 
from copaiba seldom lasts beyond the ninth day, and that where eruptions of 
the skin follow upon gonorrhma, they do not occur much before three weeks 
have elapsed from the imbibition of the gonorrhoeal poison. Although under 
such circumstances you may lessen the dose of copaiba you need not discontinue 
xvu r W,U P 0t a pS rava,c ,he eruption which will run through its course. 
Where gonorrhma has been attempted to be thus cured too early, the synovial 
membrane of She knee-joint is very apt to become inflamed, and this is often 
called metastasis; but if you examine into all the circumstances, you will find 
that the balsam of copaiba has been given before the inflammatory state of the 
r P enibrane of ‘ho urethra has been reduced. In the glecty discharge 
which follows upon gonorrhea, nothing is more likely to be serviceable than the 
copaiba; it is not, however, 10 good as the diosma crenata, or buchu, in that 
which is not dependent upon a specific poison, but is the result of debility, 
where, from some causes, there is a weeping or actual catarrh from the urethra, 
which is rather consequent upon a long-continued chronic inflammation than 
Irom the acute one caused by gonorrlnea. You must remember that John Hun¬ 
ter shows how-necessary it is to persevere in its use, and to recur to it even after 
the shadow of a suspicion of latent mischief has disappeared. When your 
patient says there is not the slightest discharge, and you allow him to leave off 
his dose, impress upon his mind that in about ten days he must return to it, or 
else he may be harassed for months by a relapse, after he lias indulged in a good 
dinner, has rode on horseback, or has even followed any ordinary occupation 
with greater earnestness than usual. Hunter says, “ I have known cases where 
the g eet has immediately disappeared upon taking the balsam, and recurred 
upon leaving it off; and 1 have also seen where that medicine has kept it off for 
more than a month, and yet it has recurred immediately upon layintr it aside, 
and stopped again as quickly upon having recourse to it.” The sweet spirit 
o*. n,tre * witii camphor mixture, determines the copaiba very speedily to the 
urinary apparatus, and forms one of the most useful modes of giving it for a 
great length of time; it may be discontinued, and then again had recourse to 
with good effect. 

Dr.-Daniel Turner, whose name I have had occasion to mention to you was 
one of the early employers of this remedy, which he gave with sugar in the 
form of paste in gleets with very great success; and this mode of using it is 
very excellent, for it disguises the excessive nauseousness of the drun-. Shortly 
after it has been taken, the stomach becomes qualmish; in some instances there 
is excessive nausea with flatulence, occasionally palpitations of the heart have 
been complained of; the eructation, which is very offensive, shows that this 
has depended upon momentary pressure upon the diaphragm; the bowels are 
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not unfrequently much acted upon, whilst the urine acquires a very peculiar 
odour, such as that which the violet exhales, only much more-powerful. Much 
of the efficacy of this medicine will depend upon its mode of administration and 
upon its purity; combined with the liquor potassce it often agrees well with the 
patient. Dr. Chapman recommends it to be dropped on half a wincolassful of 
water, to which is to be added, slowly, a few drops of a bitter tincture, by which 
means the copaiba is collected in a small globule which is easily swallowed, 
and it does not communicate any disagreeable impression to the palate. It was 
used amongst the Americans at a very early period as an injection into the 
urethra for gonorrhcEa* and Jacquin was able to bear testimony to the success of 
this practice; it has been, since that period, frequently thus used with consider* 
able^ advantage, but always after the inflammation has subsided, many very 
obstinate gleets have completely yielded to this. On the common mucous dis¬ 
charges from the vagina this agent does not exert any specific effect; they are, 
for the most part, dependent upon the slate of the general health, and though to 
be restrained by local applications, in many instances demand constitutional 
treatment; and where copaiba is, in such instances, injudiciously given, it may 
keep up a high state of irritation, and be productive of much mischief; where 
these discharges are dependent on irregularity in the habits of life and a want of 
cleanliness, this is to be avoided; but in the discharge from gonorrhea it may 
be employed even in the stage of inflammation with less circumspection than 
in the male. Although we hear of very large doses, you will find from fifteen 
to forty drops, two or three times a day, quite enough. Schewdiaur, who had 
very great experience in disorders of the reproductive system, gave from fifty to 
one hundred drops morning and.evening: a drachm generally acts very quickly 
upon the bowels. It has been given also in large doses for affections of the 
kidneys, for gravel, for paralysis; it has been externally applied for the cure of 
tvounds, for the healing of abscesses; and Hoppe states that, where sinuses 
exist, they are often very speedily healthily filled up if the dressings con¬ 
tain some portion of the balsam. In wounds of the tendons and nerves, where 
trismus has occurred, its local application has beer, said to soothe the system 
and very speedily to remove the spasm; it has likewise been spoken of as an 
external application to paralysis of different muscles; and a liniment formed of 
it has been known to stimulate some parts into action that had apparently lost 
their power. It has been said by Ratier, that the value of copaiba is diminished 
by any quantity of fluid, and, therefore, attempts have been lately made to give 
it entirely in the solid form; but this is a great mistake, for the stomach demands 
much more power to dissolve it than in a fluid form, and dyspepsia very often 
occura after a very few doses; sugar is, however, a good assistant to it; or, as 
Ratier recommends, a teaspoonful of wine, and this is to be taken without givino 
any drink if possible. Stimulants should generally be avoided whilst this drug 
is taken, and every thing that can determine much to the kidneys and bladder, 
which have occasionally been much irritated by it. Blisters should be avoided 
during its use, for strangury is likely to supervene; its bad effects are best ob¬ 
viated by the free use of camphor, or may be checked by opium or hyoscyamus. 
—Lancet, Sept. 8, 1838. 

20. Syrup of Ioduret of Iron .—The ordinary solution of ioduret of iron is so 
speedily decomposed as to render its administration troublesome from the neces¬ 
sity of frequently renewing it; and the dose is also uncertain. M. Fbederking 
has published in Buckners Repertorium fur die Pharm. (1839), a formula for 
the preparation of a syrup of this salt which even when exposed to the air 
remains undecomposed for upwards of three months. This formula is as fol¬ 
lows: Take of pure iodine one hundred grains; iron filings fifty grains; distilled 
water one ounce. Digest these for some time, filter and wash the ferruginous 
mass with a little distilled water; unite the fluids and add half an ounce of 
sugar; then evaporate down to one ounce. This syrup united with powdered 
marsh mallow makes a good pilular mass, or mixed with water, a clear solution. 
Four parts of this syrup contains one part of ioduret of iron. Henkel has 
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Umtmidwith h n e nt E ^ P bec ? n ! es bro ; vn ; but sometime afterwards its clearness 
is restored without any precipitate of oxide of iron. 


SPECIAL PATHOLOGY AND SPECIAL THERAPEUTICS. 

n ***.“* * ,he S " a,c Comulum —Our preceding No. 

fnn‘3 T e u bS ^? tlons on the e«>cacy of ergot in paralysis. The 

ft?:"«*■"” *-: 

— A - “??’ f. te u ~' 2 : was ailmilted into tho Hotel Dieu at Aix, with so 
sensiSlkvtnnnf'th ‘.“H that he c ° a ! d ecarcely maintain himself erect. The 
of the I 11 " 1 ’® w as much impaired. A variety of local and general 
SkelTin^inn 6 " r ned ’ bUt , ' vUb0Ut advantage. M. AnLcn directed ST 
Teck’s o n n h TL SCrapIe 0f .5 r B°. t of rye every morning early. After a 
and at the end nV.hS' T 8 m , amf f 1 improvement in the patient’s condition; 
-he could wait oh„ ' ! week the dose had been increased to half a drachm 

of a stick. L b a,B Wafd ’ a ” d B ° “ P and doWn stairs ' vilh lhc aid merely 

A sense of pricking and occasional involuntary twitchings of the muscles 
of tte limbs were experienced .luring the use of t/e remedy? 
wi&lS e :;: h S on ship-board. fell backwards on a beam of wood 
such violence as to stun him; the loins were very severely bruised Bv 
the employment of quietude, leeches to the nan *•„ ,ii. y oruiseu. uy 
snppdilv e.?. ’ ‘cecnes to me part, Ac. the local symptoms wero 

lower fmhs TTlhat n r f m ame<l an almost complete loss of power in the 
lower limbs, so that not only the patient could not support himself on his feet 
but he was unable to raise either leg from bed. ’ 

An fT e 1 " 1 , 116 ,ergot was, therefore, ordered to be taken every mbrninm 
IheuslTltZtt ilSe,fa ‘ lhc end of a week or ten days, when 

who ordered thT mnv?. \ aS d,sc ° n J " ,lued by the direction of another physician, 
Three „ 1.T ? appl,ed °" each side of ‘he lumbar vertebral. 

The,,? r,u h aftenvards ‘be state of the patient was not at all improved. 

ftom 15 to GoTrTi’™* TT T resumed ’ and lhe dose was gradually increased 
irom 15 to GO grains. This treatment was persevered in for five or six weeks 

at which time the pattent was entirely cured of all paralytic weakness ’ 

of the spine. TpnuT'Tk' 0 ’ ?' f ° r two years labouring under disease 
causdc issura &c A d nrpn S . e,) '?' ch w ? s »“ mately arrested” by the use of 
behind 5,7 A ff eat weakness of tho lower limbs, however, remained 
dkeTr r In u - onIy T‘ h extreme difficulty that he could walk. As the 
disease of the spine seemed to be quite got the better of, the weakness w?s 

hnd'h Uted t0 3 mere ?’ 0 " y ° f ,be muscles from the long-continued inaction which 
Hmto the?mrr, rydUr,nglhe VT- tment - A fortnight's useof th ergo^esto ed 

l.im to the perfect enjoyment of his muscular strength. 

bruise 6 ofthe lrdns “w? de ^ee of paraplegia had remained after a severe 

Remarks, 1 he directly stimulating effects of the ergot on the uterus blad- 
der, and lower extremities, cannot be questioned by any practical man in tho 
present day. It has been used, with decided advantage, not only in lingering 

iaspswh" 8 '? m ,n ? perfeC . t con ‘ racti °" s ofthe uterus, but *./£, Sn^ffie? 
cases where this viscus is atonic, as in many cases of amennorrhma, of passive 
tinpTpp boroorrbage, and of abortion; likewise in certain retentions and in P incon- 
tinence of urine, connected with defective contractility ofthe bladder and more 
recenfty ,n certain forms of paraplegia, and of mus/ular debUUy of the W 

Xe?* It probably - by Etimulatin S the lower portion of the spinal 
wimTsUond^”' 5nthepelT,CT ‘ sceraand, °we r extremities being thus/as it 


